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HISTORICAL NOTE 3 


HISTORICAL NOTE 


The “Marine Society at Salem in New England” was found- 
ed in 1766 and can properly claim to be the oldest organization 
now existing in the city except some of the churches. At the 
close of the French War Salem commerce was rapidly expanding 
and the shipmasters felt that they should have a society for mutual 
aid to look after the interest of navigators. Eighteen of them 
met and formed this organization. It rapidly grew, proving its 
usefulness, and in 1771 they petitioned Governor Hutchinson and 
the Provincial Legislature for a charter which was granted in 
1772 and under which they still act. The purposes of the 
Society have always been the care of aged members and their 
families who were in destitute circumstances and aiding naviga- 
tion and looking after the marine interest of the port. During 
their long history five hundred and ninty-three shipmasters and 
shipowners have been members of the Society including most of 
the distinguished names in the long chapter of Salem commerce. 
There are still upon the roll three who were masters or super- 
cargoes in distant seas. ‘The number available for membership 
had so declined that in 1919 certain changes were made with 
the consent of the legislature by which descendants of original 
members became eligible for membership. At different times the 
Society has maintained a school of navigation, had to do with the 
erection of lighthouses in the harbor and called the attention of 
the proper authorities to its needs, but its principal work has 
always been charitable. It holds very considerable funds, gifts 
of past members, and from the income makes grants to aged mem- 
bers and their widows and children. The society from time to 
time holds meetings at which papers relating to shipping and the 
history of Salem commerce are read. Their headquarters is an 
attractive room fitted up as a ship’s cabin and filled with interest- 
ing memorials including the great volume of pictures of the Salem 
shipmasters from the beginning of the Society. 
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THE SEVERAL ACTS 


OF THE 
GENERAL COURT RELATING TO THE SOCIETY 


AN ACT 


To incorporate JONATHAN GARDNER, jun. and others therein 
named, into a Society, by the name of the MARINE SOCIETY, 
at Salem, in the County of Essex, in the Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay in New England. 


WHEREAS a considerable number of persons, who are or 
have been Masters of ships or other vessels, have for several years 
past associated themselves in the town of Salem; and the principal 
end of said Society being to improve the knowledge of this coast, 
by the several members, upon their arrival from sea, communicat- 
ing their observations, inwards and outwards, of the variation of 
the needle, soundings, courses and distances, and all other re- 
markable things about it, in writing, to be lodged with the Society, 
for the making the navigation more safe; and also to relieve one 
another and their families in poverty or other adverse accidents 
of life, which they are more particularly liable to; and have for 
this end raised a considerable common stock; and the said persons 
associated as aforesaid, finding themselves under difficulties and 
discouragements in carrying on the said designs without an incor- 
poration; and Jonathan Gardner, jun., and others of them, having 
petitioned the Great and General Court of this Province in their 
present session, to be incorporated for the purposes aforesaid; and 
their intention appearing laudable and deserving encouragement: 


Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives, That, Jonathan Gardner, jun., John Ropes, Samuel 
Webb, William Lilly, Amos Mansfield, Michael Driver, Israel 
Obear, Edmund Needham, Robert Hale Ives, Larkin Dodge, 
William Bartlett, Joseph Lambert, Benjamin West, Edmund 
Giles, William Slewman, Samuel Williams, Josiah Batchelder, 
John Batten, John Elkins, George Crowninshield, Edward Gibaut, 
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Joseph Lee, Edward Allen, Samuel Grant, Jacob Crowninshield, 
Josiah Orne, Ebenezer Ward, jun., Daniel Hathorne, John Der- 
by, Cabot Gerrish, George Southward, David Masury, Nathaniel 
Knight, John Archer, John Berry, Habakkuk Bowditch, John 
Bowditch, Jonathan Webb, John Fisk, William Morgan, Robert 
Alcock, Jona. Mason, Stephen Cleveland, Benjamin Warren, 
Thomas Frye, Jonathan Lambert, jun., Henry Higginson, and 
George Cabot, the Members of said Society, be incorporated and 
made a body politic, for the purposes aforesaid, by the name of 
the Marine Society, at Salem, in New England—And that 
they, their associates, and successors, have perpetual succession 
by said name, and have a power of making by-laws for the pre- 
servation and advancement of said body, not repugnant to the 
laws of the government; with penalty, either of disfranchisement 
from said Society, or of a mulct not exceeding twenty shillings, 
or without penalties, as it shall seem most meet; and have leave 
likewise to make and appoint their common seal, and be liable 
to be sued, and enable to sue, and make purchases, and take 
donations, of real and personal estate, for the purposes aforesaid, 
provided the rents of the real estate, together with the interest 
on the personal estate, shall not exceed the sum of five hundred 
pounds per annum; and to manage and dispose of said estate as 
shall seem fit: And said Society shall have a Master, Deputy-Mas- 
ter, Treasurer and Clerk, and other offices they shall think proper. 

And be it therefore further enacted, That the said Marine 
Society shall, on the second Thursday in June next, assemble to 
appoint their first Master, Deputy-Master, Treasurer and Clerk, 
and other Officers as they shall think proper, and their seal, and 
make by-laws: and said Officers shall continue until the last ‘Thurs- 
day in October next, on which day the said Marine Society, shall 
meet annually; afterwards on the said last Thursday of October 
annually, at Salem aforesaid, to choose a Master, Deputy-Master, 
Treasurer and Clerk, and other officers as they shall think proper; 
and for the admission of new Members, which shall be done by 
a major vote of the Members present at such annual meeting; 
and to make, alter and annul their by-laws; and if, by reason of 
any emergency, the business of said annual assembly cannot be 
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completed on said day, they may adjourn once to a short day to 
finish it, and no more; and said Society shall meet at Salem, on 
the last Thursday of every month for all other business; and 
whenever any of the Officers of said Society shall die, or be dis- 
abled, or remove out of the government, others shall be appointed 
or elected in their room, at the next monthly meeting; and all 
instruments which said Society shall lawfully make, shall, when 
in the name of said Society, and pursuant to the votes thereof, 
and signed and delivered by the Master, and sealed with their 
common seal, bind said Society, and be valid in law. 


Passed in 1772 


AN ACT 


For repealing an Act, made and passed in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, entitled, “An Act, 
in addition to an Act, for incorporating JONATHAN GARDNER, 
jun., and others therein named, into a Society, by the name of 
the MarInE Society, at Salem, in the County of Essex, in the 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England;” and also 
for altering said Act of Incorporation. 


WHEREAS, by the representation of the said Marine So- 
CIETY, it appears that the effects resulting from said Act, made 
and passed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-four, are not such as were expected, and that the 
benevolent views in instituting said Society will be greatly pro- 
moted, should the said Act be repealed, and some alterations be 
made in the said Act of Incorporation: 


Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That the said Act, made and passed in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, entitled, “An 
Act in addition to an Act, for incorporating JONATHAN GARDNER, 
jun., and others therein named, into a Society, by the name of 
the Marine Society, at Salem, in the County of Essex, in the 
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Province of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England,” be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed. 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the said Mariner SociETy, may, and shall, have as full power 
and authority at each of the monthly meetings of said Society, 
for the purpose of electing and admitting members, as they have 
by said Act of Incorporation at their annual meeting of the last 
Thursday of October: Provided, That no person shall be elected 
and admitted as a member thereof at any other meeting of said 
Marine Society than the said annual meeting on the last 
Thursday of October, unless two-thirds of the members present 
at such meeting vote, and be in favor of such admission. 


Passed February 8, 1790 


AN ACT 


In addition to an Act, entitled “An Act to incorporate JONATHAN 
GARDNER, jun., and others therein named, into a Society by 
the name of the MARINE SociETy of Salem, in the County 
of Essex, in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay, in New 
England. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representa- 
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That the Corporation established by the Act, to which this 
Act is an addition, be and hereby is authorized to take and hold, 
by donation, or otherwise, for the purpose of said Corporation, 
real and personal estate, the annual income of which shall not 
exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars, anything in the Act to 
which this Act is in addition to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Passed January 14, 1831 


[CHAPTER 8.] 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 
EIGHTY-SEVEN 


AN ACT 

to amend the charter of the Marine Society at Salem. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by authority of the same, as 
follows: — 

SECTION 1. So much of charter twenty-one of the acts of 
the Province of the Massachusetts Bay of the year seventeen 
hundred and seventy-two, being an act to incorporate the 
Marine Society at Salem, as relates to the monthly meetings 
of said Society, is hereby repealed; and said Society is hereby 
authorized and empowered to hold meetings for the purpose of 
electing officers and committees, admitting members, altering By- 
Laws, and transacting any business legally coming before it, at 
such time as it may hereafter by by-law establish and appoint. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


HouskE OF REPRESENTATIVES, February 7, 1887. 


Passed to be enacted. 
Cuas. J. Noyes, Speaker. 
In SENATE, February 8, 1887. 
Passed to be enacted. 
HatstEy J. BoanrpMAN, President. 
February 8, 1887. Approved. 
OLIVER AMES. 


SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT 
Boston, July 27, 1888. 


A true copy. 
eer Witness the Seal of the Commonwealth. 
| a| Henry J. COOLIDGE, 
Dh pne, Deputy-Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
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MARINE SOCIETY AT SALEM 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE I. 
NAME. 
The name of this Society shall be the Marine Society at Salem. 


ARTICLE II. 
GOVERNMENT. 


Sec. 1. The officers of this Society shall be a Master, 
Deputy Master, Treasurer and Clerk, who shall be elected by 
ballot at the annual meeting, the majority of ballots cast being 
necessary for election, and shall hold office for one year and until 
others are chosen and qualified. _No member of this Society shall 
hold the office of Master for more than two consecutive years. 

Sec. 2. If a vacancy shall occur in any of the elective 
offices of this Society by death or otherwise, the vacancy may be 
filled for the balance of the unexpired term at any regular meet- 
ing or at any special meeting of the Society called for the purpose. 

Sec. 3. If any member shall commit a notorious crime, 
or be given to excessive drinking, or disturb the peace and good 
order of the Society, a majority of the members at any quarterly 
meeting shall have the power to strike his name from the books 
of the Society, and he shall thereafter have no claims to assistance 
from the Society. 

Sec. 4. There shall be two standing committees, as fol- 
lows: 

(A) A Distributing Committee, consisting of the Master, 
ex-officio, and two members elected for a term of two years, one 
member retiring each year, and one new member elected each 
year at the annual meeting. 

(B) A Finance Committee, consisting of the Master and 
Treasurer, ex officiis, and three members elected for a term of 
three years, one member retiring each year, and one new member 
elected each year at the annual meeting. 
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Sec. 5. The salaries of the Clerk and Treasurer for the 
year next ensuing shall be fixed by a vote of the Society at the 
annual meeting. 


Sec. 6. The Master, Deputy Master, Clerk and Treasurer 
shall constitute a committee to disburse the income of the Frank- 
lin Building fund, as provided for in the will of Thomas Perkins; 
also the income of any other bequests for the benefit of indigent 
members, and for carrying out the terms of the Nathaniel West 
legacy, as ordered by the Supreme Court of Massachusetts and 
such further sums from tht General Funds as may be available. 
The sums distributed, together with the names of the recipients, 
shall be entered by the Clerk on the books of the Society. 


Sec. 7. ‘The Master of the Society shall be Moderator of 
all meetings; in his absence, the Deputy Master; in the absence 
of both, the Treasurer; and in the absence of all three, the senior 
member present. 


The Master shall prepare, arrange and present all the busi- 
ness of the Society; he shall receive and answer all letters and 
addresses to the Society; and shall call special meetings at any 
time or when not less than three members shall make application 
in writing for that purpose. 


Sec. 8. The Clerk shall keep a record of all proceedings 
of the Society; shall notify the members of each meeting by send- 
ing a notice to each member at least ten days prior to the date 
fixed for the meeting, and shall insert upon said notice the names 
of candidates proposed for membership, together with the names 
of proposers of same. He shall notify all members chosen as 
officers or members of committees; when persons are admitted to 
membership, shall notify them of the same, and shall give them 
a copy of the Acts of Incorporation, the By-Laws, names of 
members, and a Certificate of Membership in the Society. 

Sec. 9. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys, notes, 
mortgages, stocks and bonds belonging to the Society, and shall 
render an account of the same at the annual meeting, which 
account shall have been previously examined by a committee 
appointed for that purpose, as hereinafter provided. 
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The Treasurer is authorized to sign on behalf of the Society 
all documents relating to investments, under the direction of the 
Finance Committee. 

The Treasurer shall pay all bills of the Society and shall 
render his accounts, approved by the Committee, at the annual 
meeting. 

The Treasurer, under the direction of the Finance Com- 
mittee, shall have the custody of the securities belonging to the 
Society, and shall keep the same in a safety deposit box of some 
Salem bank approved by the Finance Committee, access to which 
box shall only be had jointly by the Treasurer and some member 
designated by the Finance Committee. 

The Treasurer shall give a bond by a Surety Company in an 
amount satisfactory to the Finance Committee, to be paid for by 
the Society. 


ARTICLE III. 


Sec. 1. The members of this Society shall consist of per- 
sons who now are or have been masters or commanders of vessels, 
and have performed a full voyage as such; also of persons who 
now are or have been owners of vessels, and persons who are the 
sons, grandsons or great-grandsons, of those who are or have been 
members and have reached the age of 21 years. The number 
of members elected from persons who are the sons, grandsons or 
great-grandsons, of those who are or have been members shall 
not exceed one hundred at any one time. 


SEc. 2. Any person desiring to become a member of this 
Society shall be nominated by a member at a meeting prior to 
being voted for; such nomination shall be referred to the Dis- 
tributing Committee, who shall report thereon at the next meet- 
ing. The casting of one black ball shall reject the person nomi- 
nated. 

Sec. 3. Each member shall pay an admission fee of 
twenty-five ($25.00) dollars. 

Sec. 4. The sum received from admission fees shall be 
turned over to the Treasurer to be placed in the general fund. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


MEETINGS. 

Sec. 1. The annual meeting of the Society shall be on 
the last Thursday of October in each year, at the rooms of the 
Society. 

SEC. 2. Quarterly meetings of the Society shall be held 
at the rooms of the Society on the last Thursday of January, 
April and July, at such times as may be determined by the Mas- 
ter and Clerk. 

Sec. 3. At least three memebrs shall be required to con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 


ARTICLE V. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

Sec. 1. At the quarterly meeting in July there shall be 
appointed annually a committee of three to examine the accounts 
of the Treasurer; also a committee of three to select candidates 
for officers and standing committees of the Society for the ensuing 
year. The reports of these committees shall be made at the 
annual meeting. 

Sec. 2. The Master shall appoint said committees, sub- 
ject to confirmation by the meeting. 

Sec. 3. The election of Committees shall be by hand vote, 
a majority of votes being necessary for election. 


ARTICLE VI. 


INVESTMENTS. 


All investments and changes of investments shall be under 
the direction of the Finance Committee. 


ARTICLE VII. 


BENEFICIARIES. 

Sec. 1. Any member, or the widow or children of any 
member, in need of any assistance, shall apply to the Distributing 
Committee, and in its discretion, assistance may be granted from 
the appropriation for benevolent purposes. 
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Sec. 2. No male child of more than fourteen years, and 
no female child of more than sixteen years of age shall receive 
any assistance from the Society because his or her father was 
a member, except for incapacity or ill-health. 

Sec. 3. Distribution of funds shall be made on January 
Ist, April 1st, July 1st and October Ist in each year. Special 
assistance may be rendered at any time in the discretion of the 
Committee. 

Src. 4. The Distributing Committee shall furnish the 
Clerk with a list of all persons assisted, together with the amounts 
given, and he shall enter same on the records of the Society. 

Sec. 5. No money from the sum appropriated to the 
Distributing Committee shall be paid by the Treasurer, except 
upon a warrant signed by the Master. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
AMENDMENTS. 


Sec. 1. All amendments to these By-Laws must be pro- 
posed at a legal meeting, to be acted upon at a subsequent meet- 
ing, notice being given in the call for the meeting. 

Sec. 2. All previous By-Laws are hereby repealed. 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 
1766 TO 1955 


MASTERS Date of 
Death 
Samuel Williams (acting) from 1766 to 1768 1801 
Jonathan Gardner, Jr. * “1768 ) 4h fo eee 
John Fisk “. ALT GTE AT AS yee oy 
Jonathan Haraden 8 “Vi9S ) le Soe US 
Benjamin West “T1796 * Se 0see oo 
Benjamin Pickman “+ Se) BOS: cet elem ce 
Peter Lander “ "ALS194*) Seis as4 
John Osgood Wi bs Pa bois eee Red 
Willard Peele “T8267 35 Saar o a 
Samuel Cook “ ~ 1834." 18380 51so1 
Benjamin Upton " “L838 ° 550 $53 sapes 
Allen Putnam “ <1853°") (1B S4eeenOo 
John Dwyer “. 1854" 1870 sare70 
Nathaniel Brown, Jr. “BPO, Sy Leon me 
Peter Silver 8 T679 = oe 
Geo. W. Pousland “ . 1883" © sbaSOmal Gur 
Nathan A. Bachelder “ “1890 ~ 1 89seeeeaos 
George E. Lord * - 1903) 7 T90smee05 
Charles O. Welch “ 1905; ~ 19 Tae 
William F. Powars “1915 > aio ise 
Edward B. Trumbull “ 1916 “ 1934 1934 
James H. Beach “ 1935.9 Sos Ga 
John G. Waters “ 1936.9 SASS Gee 
Stephen W. Phillips “ 1938 © 319403 
William C. Waters “ 1940 “ 1942 
Harold Bowditch “1942 “ 1944 
Francis S. Beckford “ 1944 “ 1946 1952 
James Duncan Phillips “ 1946 “ 1948 1954 
Lawrence W. Jenkins “ 1948 * 1950 
George P. Lord “1950 “—Stoan 
Dudley P. Rogers “1951 ° 3a 
Albert Goodhue, Jr. “1953 * ae 


Augustus P. Loring, 3rd SOMOS Bias 
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DEPUTY-MASTERS 


William Bartlett from 1772 
Benjamin West ‘pe yea 
John Gibaut © ee b-7.96 
Edward Allen See Sue 
Peter Lander eee Las 
John Osgood pesos 
Willard Peele ar Te 2) 
Henry King wee kaa 
Francis Peabody pal 832 
Benjamin Upton “ 1834 
Joseph Felt 2 get: 
Thomas C. Whittredge “1841 
James B. Briggs “1845 
Nathaniel B. Mansfield Hite ats Gy: 
Jeremiah Page SIRES S54 
Josiah Spalding “1864 
James Buffington a EES 
Nathaniel Brown toe hsog 
George Upton see bola 
Joseph Osgood sale 66 
Francis R. Webb EOE yy | 
Peter Silver ow Ss 
Geo. W. Pousland ot Long 
Lewis F. Miller ee koos 
Geo. E. Lord SPER 
E. Aug. Emmerton “ 1894 
John Mullin => 1901 
Thomas Fuller mee 902 
Chas. O. Welch “1903 
Chas. Beadle ee LOBOS 
William F. Powars Sear Lor 
Edward B. Trumbull hE 
D. N. Pousland “ 1916 


James H. Beach Al AS PAS 


1791 
1796 
1802 
1803 
1808 
1821 
1827 
1832 
1834 
1838 
1841 
1845 
1852 
1854 
1864 
1865 
1869 
1870 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1883 
1890 
1894 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1905 
1910 
1914 
1916 
1929 
1935 
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Date of 
Death 
1794 
1809 
1805 
1803 
1834 
1826 
1835 
1834 
1867 
1853 
1856 
1854 
To5/ 
1863 
1867 
1868 
1881 
1879 
1894 
1877 
1892 
1883 
1894 
1899 
1905 
1901 
1902 
1906 
1915 
1910 
1915 
1934 
1929 
1943 
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[DEPUTY-MASTERS continued ] 


John G. Waters “. 1935 ° ~ SSS Goa 
Stephen W. Phillips “ 1936) SoS 
William C. Waters “ 938° Soe 
Harold Bowditch “1940 “ 1942 
Francis S. Beckford “1942 “ 1944 1952 
James Duncan Phillips “1944 “ 1946 1954 
George P. Lord “1946 * 1950 
Dudley P. Rogers “1950 ad 
Albert Goodhue, Jr. NS So es 
Augustus P. Loring, 3rd “SOS Se areas 
Francis Tuckerman Parker “) eo 

TREASURERS 
Samuel Williams from 1766 to 1768 
Jonathan Gardner, Jr.* ~ . L766. may oI 
Jonathan Gardner “RTS Tae tae 
Gideon Tucker ". LYS2TSearas4 
David Pingree “1834 “ 1845 
Thomas P. Pingree ~~ 184553 4346 
James Upton “1846 “ 1852 
Jonathan P. Felt * Gh852 6) eeeoO 
Daniel H. Mansfield “18608 aes 
Nathan H. Millett “1873 “ 1904 
Edward B. Trumbull “1904 “ 1934 
Arthur R. Millett “ (935050 ston 
Charles F. Allen “1942 

CLERKS 

Samuel Williams from 1766 to 1768 
Jonathan Gardner, Jr. “176355 ae 
Jacob Ashton ‘ lee 
Habakkuk Bowditch “ “VS eee 
Jonathan Mason “176559 = 7a 


John Collins “  17S9esae0 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 


[CLERKS continued] 


Benjamin Pickman 
John Collins 
Benjamin Pierce 
Nathaniel Knight 
Thomas West 

Edward Barnard 
Samuel Benson 

Robert W. Gould 
Charles W. Farrington 
William B. Bates 
Edward B. Trumbull 
J. Clifford Entwisle 
Lawrence W. Jenkins 
Francis Tuckerman Parker 
Peter S. Russell, Jr. 


1800 
1804 
1806 
1808 
1834 
1847 
1858 
1862 
1868 
1869 
1894 
1904 
1925 
1947 
1955 
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1804 
1806 
1808 
1834 
1847 
1858 
1862 
1868 
1869 
1894 
1904 
1924 
1947 
Poa 


* Messrs. Gardner, father and son, acted fifty-three years. 
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MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 
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